
YEAR 6 SATs 2026 
PRESENTATION FOR 

PARENTS, CARERS & GUARDIANS



WHAT ARE THE SATs? 

Å SATs are the StandardisedAssessment Tests that are given to children at the end of Key 

Stage 2. 

Å The SATs take place over four days, starting on Monday 11th May ending on Thursday 

14th May.

Å The SATs papers consist of:

Å Grammar, punctuation and spelling (paper 1: GPS) ςMonday 11th May
Å Grammar, punctuation and spelling (paper 2: Spelling) ςMonday 11th May
Å Reading ςTuesday 12th May
Å Maths(paper 1: Arithmetic) ςWednesday 13th May 
Å Maths(paper 2: Reasoning) ςWednesday 13th May 
Å Maths(paper 3: Reasoning) ςThursday 14th May

Å Writing is assessed using evidence collected throughout Year 6. There is no Year 6 SATs 

writing test. 
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WHEN AND HOW THE SATs ARE COMPLETED

Å The tests take place during normal school hours, under exam conditions. 

Å Children are not allowed to talk to each other from the moment the assessments are 

handed out until they are collected at the end of the test. 

Å After the tests are completed, the papers are sent away to be marked externally. 

Å The results are then sent to the school in July. 

Å Each test lasts no longer than 60 minutes: 

ƺ Spelling, punctuation and grammar (paper 1: Grammar/ Punctuation) ς45 
minutes

ƺ Spelling, punctuation and grammar (paper 2: Spelling) ς15 minutes
ƺ Reading ς60 minutes 
ƺ Maths(paper 1: Arithmetic) ς30 minutes
ƺ Maths(paper 2: Reasoning) ς40 minutes
ƺ Maths(paper 3: Reasoning) ς40 minutes
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THE RESULTS

Tests are marked externally. Once marked, the tests will be given the following scores:

Å A raw score (total number of marks achieved for each paper);

Å A scaled score (see below);

Å A judgement on if the National Standard has been met. 

After marking each test, the external marker will convert the raw score to a scaled score. 

Even though the tests are made to the same standard each year, the questions must be 

different. This means the difficulty of the tests may vary. Scaled scores ensures an accurate 

comparison of performance over time.

Scaled scores range from 80 to 120. 

A scaled score of 100 or more shows the pupil is meeting the National Standard.
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Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Monday 11th May

Grammar, punctuation and spelling consists of two papers.

ǒ Paper 1 focuses on all three elements (grammar, punctuation and spelling 

or GPS). The paper lasts for 45 minutes. 

ǒ Paper 2 consists of a spelling test only. It should take approximately 15 

minutes, although this is not a set amount of time (pupils should be given as 

much time as they need to complete the test).
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Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 1 (GPS)

The children will have been working hard with their class teacher on developing and 

securing their knowledge of the technical vocabulary needed in this test.

This test focuses on:

ǒ Grammatical terms/ word classes;

ǒ Functions of sentences;

ǒ Combining words, phrases and clauses;

ǒ Verb forms, tenses and consistency;

ǒ Punctuation;

ǒ Vocabulary;

ǒ Standard English and formality.

This test requires a range of answer types but does not require longer formal answers.9



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 1 (GPS)

Example Questions: 



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 2 (spelling)

Paper 2 is a shorter paper that focuses solely on Spellings.

Example Questions: 
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Reading: Tuesday 12th May 

There is one reading test that lasts for 60 minutes. 

¢ƘŜ ǘŜǎǘ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƎŜ-appropriate reading material 

meets the national standard. There are three different set texts for children to read. These could be any 

combination of non-fiction, fiction and/ or poetry. 

The test covers the following areas (known as Content Domains): 

ǒ Give/ explain the meaning of words in context;

ǒ Retrieve and record information/ identify key details from fiction and non-fiction;

ǒ Summarisemain ideas from more than one paragraph;

ǒ Make inferences from the text/ explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text;

ǒ Predict what might happen from details stated and implied;

ǒ Identify/ explain how information/ narrative content is related and contributes to meaning as a 

whole; 

ǒ Identify/ explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases;

ǒ Make comparisons within the text. 
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Reading 

The reading SATs paper requires a range of answer styles.

Example Questions: 

13



Reading

Example Questions: 

14



Reading 

Example questions:

3 mark question
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Since the current testing formation for the SATs began in 2016, there has been a tendency 

for three types of questions to be the most popular. 

In the 2025 Reading SATs paper,

ǒ 12% of marks could be gained from answering questions involving giving and 

explaining the meaning of words in context;

ǒ 30% of marks could be gained from answering questions involving retrieving and 

recording information or identifying key details from a text;

ǒ 48% of marks could be gained from answering questions involving making inferences 

from a text and justifying inferences with text evidence. 

When reading with your child at home try focusing on these types of questions. 
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Maths: Wednesday 13th May and Thursday 14th May

The mathsassessments consist of three tests.

ǒ Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes) ςWednesday 13th May

ǒ Paper 2: Reasoning (40 minutes) ςWednesday 13th May

ǒ Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes) ςThursday 14th May
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Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

The mathsarithmetic paper has a total of 40 marks and lasts for 30 minutes. 

The test covers the four operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, including 

order of operations requiring BIDMAS), percentages of amounts and calculating with 

decimals and fractions. 

Example questions: 
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Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

Example 1 mark questions: 
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Mental method: 

Using known fact of 64 ÷ 8 = 8

80

Using known fact of 10% of 860 = 86
And 5% is half of 10%

86 ϴ2 = 43                      
43

Known facts: 54 ϴ6 = 9

90

12 x 3 = 39

39 x 10 = 390 

390

ȩx ӎ
5 x 1 = 5
8 x 3 = 24 
ȩx ӎ= 5/24 

5/24 



Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

Example 2 mark question: 



Maths Papers 2 and 3 (Reasoning)

Paper 2 will take place on Wednesday 13th May and paper 3 will take place on Thursday 14th May. These 

tests have a total of 35 markseach and lasts for 40 minuteseach.  

These papers require children to demonstrate their mathematical knowledge and skills, as well as their 

ability to solve problems and their mathematical reasoning. They cover a wide range of mathematical 

topics from key stage 2 including,

ǒ Number and place value (including Roman numerals);

ǒ The four operations;

ǒ Geometry (properties of shape, position and direction);

ǒ Statistics;

ǒ Measurement (length, perimeter, mass, volume, time, money);

ǒ Algebra;

ǒ Ratio and proportion;

ǒ Fractions, decimals and percentages. 
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Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning)

Example Questions: 

22

Ṋ

Ṋ

Ṋ
5 19

7

11

17

13



Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning)

Example Question: 
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Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning)

Example Questions: 



Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning)

Example Question: 
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Supporting your child in preparing for the SATs

Firstly, a positive attitude goes a long way. Give them as much encouragement and support as you can 

όōǳǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘύΗ

Tips:

Å Avoid using past papers for practice, as these are typically used in school for SATs preparation.
Å Make sure your child attends school every day during SATs week.
Å If you have any concerns, talk to me directly instead of worrying your child.
Å 9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ŀ ƳŜ ƻǊ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ŀŘǳƭǘ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳύ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŀƴȄƛƻǳǎΦ 

Remember, a small amount of anxiety is normal and not harmful.
Å Create a quiet, distraction-free space for your child to study or complete homework.
Å Encourage outdoor activities and reduce screen time to help them unwind.
Å Ensure your child is eating well, staying hydrated, and getting plenty of rest.
Å Plan something fun and relaxing for the weekend before and after the SATs. This gives them a 

chance to de-stress before and celebrate afterward!
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Supporting your child in preparing for the SATs

Further Tips:

ǒ Create a revision timetable that works for you and your child. For some 

families, 10 to 20 minute activities over a few days works best. For others, a 

longer study session one day a week might be better. 

ǒ Keep revision light. Going over key skills (times tables, real world mental 

mathsas you are shopping or cooking) is a good way to keep revision light. 

ǒ As we said before, avoid using past papers. There are plenty of free or 

inexpensive SATs practice materials for parents available. 

ǒ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ mathsat home, there are 

lots of good websites with free Year 6 revision resources, such as BBC 

Revision or Oak National Academy.
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Things to remember about SATs

SATs: Understanding What They Really Measure
SATs primarily focus on what children know about Maths and English. They do not reflect 
their talents in subjects like Science, Geography, Art, or PE, nor do they highlight the many 
amazing personal qualities your child possesses.

{!¢ǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ
¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƳŜǘ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
reveal by how much. These thresholds can vary each year based on national performance, 
so what qualifies as "meeting the expected standard" this year may be different from last 
year.

{!¢ǎ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǳǊ Řŀȅǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ
In reality, there are only one or two short papers each day, lasting between 30 to 60 
minutes.
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What to do if you are worried about your child

LǘΩǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ŦƻǊ {!¢ǎ ǘƻ ŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǊȅ ƻǊ ŀƴȄƛŜǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
recognisewhen it goes too far.

SATs anxiety should not:
Å !ŦŦŜŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀǇǇŜǘƛǘŜ
Å 5ƛǎǊǳǇǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎƭŜŜǇ
Å /ƘŀƴƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ
Å Lead to panic, tears, or disengagement from lessons
Å Be a reason for your child to avoid school

If any of these signs are present, it may indicate that SATs anxiety is becoming excessive 
ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ {!¢ǎ ōǳǘ 
about helping your 10 or 11-year-old develop the skills to manage the stress in a healthy 
way.
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